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COOPERATION MECHANISMS BETWEEN THE STATE AND NGOS

Abstract

This article explores the cooperation mechanisms between the state and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), highlighting their importance in addressing various social, economic, and
cultural issues. Effective collaboration between these two sectors can enhance policy-making, service
delivery, and community engagement. The study also focuses on the specific context of Azerbaijan,
examining the frameworks that facilitate state-NGO partnerships. By analyzing successful models and
identifying challenges, the article provides insights into improving the effectiveness of these
collaborations for sustainable development.

Keywords: state-NGO cooperation, public-private partnership, civil society, Azerbaijan,
governance, social development.

INTRODUCTION

The relationship between the state and non-governmental organizations (NGOSs) is crucial for
fostering a well-functioning civil society. NGOs play a significant role in addressing societal needs,
advocating for human rights, and implementing various developmental projects. Governments, on the
other hand, possess the authority and resources to enact policies and ensure public services. By
cooperating, these two entities can create synergies that benefit society as a whole.

In Azerbaijan, the government has increasingly recognized the importance of partnering with
NGOs to address social challenges and promote sustainable development. The establishment of legal
frameworks and support mechanisms has encouraged greater interaction between public institutions and
civil society organizations. However, there are still barriers that hinder effective cooperation, such as
bureaucratic hurdles, lack of transparency, and limited financial support.

Cooperation Mechanisms between the State and NGOs

State-NGO cooperation can take various forms, ranging from policy dialogues to joint project
implementation. These mechanisms can be categorized into the following key areas:

1. Legal and Institutional Frameworks

Governments often establish legal frameworks to regulate and facilitate NGO activities. In
Azerbaijan, the Law on Non-Governmental Organizations provides a foundation for state-NGO
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cooperation. Additionally, the establishment of the Council on State Support to NGOs under the
President of Azerbaijan demonstrates the government's commitment to fostering partnerships with civil
society organizations. (Azerbaijan Law on Non-Governmental Organizations, 2000; Council on State
Support to NGOs)
Table 1
Below illustrates different types of cooperation mechanisms between the state and NGOs, along
with relevant examples from Azerbaijan.

Table 1: Types of State-NGO Cooperation

lype of Cooperation Example
Legal Frameworks Azerbaijan NGO Law
Policy Development Public Councils
Service Dellvery Humanitarian Aid Projects
Funding & Capacity Building State Grants

2. Policy Development and Advocacy

NGOs can contribute to policy-making processes by providing expertise, conducting research, and
advocating for the rights and needs of marginalized groups. In Azerbaijan, NGOs have participated in
discussions on issues such as education reform, women's rights, and environmental protection.
Collaborative platforms, such as public councils, enable NGOs to voice their opinions and influence
government decisions. (Ismayilov, 2020, p. 15-18)

3. Service Delivery and Project Implementation

One of the most tangible forms of cooperation is joint service delivery. Governments can partner
with NGOs to implement social programs, especially in areas where state resources are limited. In
Azerbaijan, NGOs have played a key role in providing humanitarian aid, supporting vulnerable
populations, and promoting public health initiatives. (UNDP, 2022, p. 8-12)

4. Funding and Capacity Building

Financial support is a critical component of state-NGO cooperation. Governments can provide
grants and subsidies to NGOs to help them carry out their activities. In Azerbaijan, the State Fund for
the Support of Mass Media and NGOs has been instrumental in financing civil society projects.
Capacity-building programs also help NGOs improve their organizational skills and effectiveness.
(Aliyev, 2021, p. 25-28)

Challenges and Recommendations

Despite the progress made, several challenges hinder effective state-NGO cooperation in
Azerbaijan:

e Bureaucratic Barriers: Lengthy administrative procedures and regulatory requirements can
discourage NGOs from engaging with the government.

e Lack of Transparency: Limited access to information can hinder NGOs' ability to contribute
meaningfully to policy discussions.

« Insufficient Financial Support: Many NGOs struggle to secure sustainable funding, which
affects their long-term viability. (Ismayilov, 2020, p. 20-22; UNDP, 2022, p. 13-15)

To address these challenges, the following recommendations can be made:

« Simplify administrative procedures to encourage more NGOs to collaborate with the
government.

« Increase transparency and access to information to foster trust between the state and civil society.



Diagram 1: Challenges in State-NGO Cooperation

Financial Constraints

Bureaucratic Barriers

Lack of Transparency

Provide more financial support and capacity-building programs to strengthen NGOs' capabilities.
CONCLUSION

State-NGO cooperation is essential for addressing complex social issues and promoting
sustainable development. In Azerbaijan, significant steps have been taken to create a conducive
environment for these partnerships. However, further efforts are needed to overcome existing challenges
and maximize the potential of state-NGO collaborations. By fostering mutual trust and promoting
transparent, inclusive processes, both the state and NGOs can contribute to the well-being of society.
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Dovlat voa QHT-lor arasinda amakdashq mexanizmleri
Xilasa

Magala dovlat va geyri-hokumat taskilatiar: (QHT) arasinda amakdashq mexanizmlarini arasdirir
Vo onlarin miixtalif sosial, igtisadi va madani masalalarin hallindaki ahamiyyatini vurgulaywr. Bu iki
sektor arasinda effektiv omakdashq siyasat hazirligi, xidmatlorin gostarilmasi va icma ilo alaganin
inkisafina komak eda bilor. Arasdirma hamginin Azarbaycan kontekstinda dovlat-QHT torafdashglarin
asanlagdiran ¢arcivalori aragdirir. Ugurlu modellari tohlil edarak, bu amakdasliglarin davamly inkisaf
tictin effektivliyinin artiriimasina dair tovsiyalar toqdim edilir.

Acar sOzlar: dovlot-QHT amokdasiigi, doviat-6zal tarafdasiig, vatandas comiyyati, Azarbaycan,
idaraetmo, sosial inkisaf.
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Mexanu3msl coTpyaanyectBa rocyaapcrsa u HITIO
Pesrome

B cmamve paccmampuearomcs Mmexanusmvl cOmMpYOHUYECm8a Mmencoy 20Cy0apcmeom U
Henpasumenvscmeenuvimu  opeanuzayuamu (HIIO), noouepkusas ux eadxchocmv 0N  peuleHus:
PA3IUUHBIX COYUATILHBIX, IKOHOMUYECKUX U KVAbMYPHLIX npobrem. Dppekmusnoe compyonuiecmeo
mexncoy  omumu  08YMSA  CEKMOpamu  MOdcem  YAVYUUMb Npoyecc papabomxu  NOIUMUKY,
npedocmasnenue yciye u 6061eYeHHOCmb coobwecmea. Hccnedoeanue maxace Qoxycupyemcs Ha
KOHKDEMHOM KOHmeKcme A3epbaui0dxicana, aanusupys pamku, ChocoOcmsyloujue napmHepcmey
medxncoy eocyoapcmeom u HIIO. Ananuzupys ycnewnvie mMooenu u 6biA6isas npooOiemvl, CMAamvs
npedocmagisaem pekoMeHOayuu no Yayyulenuro d¢ggekmusHocmu dmux compyoHuyecme Ons
YCMOU4UB020 PA3GUMUSL.
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Knwueevte cnoea:  compyonuuvecmeo  eocyoapcmeo-HIIO,  zocyoapcmeenno-uacmmuoe
napmHepcmaeo, 2paxicoanckoe oowecmaso, Azepbaiiodcan, ynpasienue, CoyuaibHoe pazsumue.



